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MUJA A AND B POWER STATIONS — RECOMMISSIONING 

468. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Energy: 

I refer to the government’s announcement regarding Muja A and B. 

(1) Given that this will raise the base of fossil fuel power generation against which any renewable target 
will be tested, what modelling has the government done to measure the increased need for renewable 
investment? 

(2) Given that the Independent Market Operator acknowledges that the lack of investment in transmission 
infrastructure is a barrier to renewable and non-renewable generation, will the government now commit 
to the 330-kilovolt transmission line from Pinjar to Geraldton? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the honourable member for the question.  

(1)-(2) I will keep my comments relatively brief. As far as the modelling is concerned, the government is 
committed to the target of 20 per cent by 2020. I have said previously that there is no problem 
whatsoever with that. Again, I emphasise what I said this afternoon: given the fact that our renewable 
portfolio is currently exclusively wind, it is essential that there is a diversity of fuel supply for a safe 
and reliable electricity system. Therefore, the government is recommissioning Muja A and B purely in 
the short to medium term to ensure that this state has a safe and reliable energy system. It in no way 
diminishes the government’s commitment to its renewable target of 20 per cent by 2020. The 
government will continue to do that. I will have more to say on where we are going with renewable 
energy in the short to medium term. 

I made a lengthy comment on the 330-kilovolt transmission line last week and I will reinforce what I 
said; that is, we will have to wait until the budget is brought down on Thursday. I emphasise yet again 
that the transmission line for the original submission of about $270 million has burgeoned to about 
$600 million. It would be prudent of this government to look at all the options to ensure that it will do 
the right thing. I can assure the honourable member that the government will not neglect the mid-west 
region. It is imperative, sensible and logical that the government assess the 330-kilovolt line in light of 
the extraordinary blow-out of its estimated cost. 

 


